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rutched during periods of inaction upon the.
"3tit England rarely errs in selecting men at
a of crisis. An uncanny judgement on such
occasions guides her choice, and four years of war had
not destroyed the instinct. Nor had officers serving
in the Egyptian Expeditionary Force any doubt upon
the point. They well knew their commander's in-
flexible sense of duty, and his powers of intuition.
As High Commissioner, General Allenby had need of
the first. Before he'feould address himself to weightier
matters, he must first punish the perpetrators of
outrage and violence, and the part of an avenger is
rarely pleasing to play,

It was high time that one supreme authority con-
trolled affairs in Egypt,. Matters were drifting from
bad to worse, and the ;stern reminder that the King's
Protectorate would be maintained had added stimulus
to national indignation* No Englishman now pre-
tended that the uprising was inspired by professional
agitators, or that the men who marched in processions
were all paid for the service. Evidence was accumu-
lating daily, indicating that the nation was heart
and soul in the movement. In Cairo, the Bar and
Medicine openly flouted authority, and every respect-
able citizen applauded the lawyers and doctors for
their action. In the country, influential landlords,
who hitherto had remained spectators, proffered their
allegiance to the new Nationalist party. The policy
of the party altered. In place of opposing authority
with violence, leaders exhorted educated men to
practise passive resistance. It was a shrewd stroke of
generalship to discard violence, since there was no
hope of further assistance from the fellahin. The
desire to revenge the injuries which this class had
suffered during the preceding years had been sated,
and fellahin were beginning to count up the con-
sequences of their folly. But educated men as yet
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